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Cell by Sandra Manchester 

Script Report by Kieran Butcher 

Premise 

 MAX and ADAM are sat reminiscing over last night’s antics 

whilst enjoying a cup of tea. What started out as their 

average Saturday took a terrible twist. After a pre-session, 

not enough taxis were booked. ADAM being the party animal 

decides to persuade MAX to drive despite him being well over 

the limit. Whilst driving MAX’S phone rings, which causes ADAM 

to attempt to fish it out of MAX’S pocket, thus distracting 

him from the road. It is at this moment that the car crashes 

head-on into a truck. The bedroom dissolves into a prison 

cell, MAX is serving time for the manslaughter of his best 

friend ADAM. MAX is slowly coming to terms with everything 

that has happened. Finally, he gets to say goodbye to ADAM, 

who he had imagined in his cell.  

 

Script Format/Presentation 

The script has been formatted and presented in accordance with 

industry standards for a 10 minute script.  

 

Synopsis 

Adam and Max are both in their mid/early twenties and are best 

friends. They are sat in Adam’s bedroom drinking cups of tea. 

It is clear that something isn’t quite right as the atmosphere 

is tense and awkward, until they begin to discuss the previous 

night’s antics.  

Firstly they discuss the pre-session. The pre-session is at 

what appears to be your average house party. Adam is sat on 

the sofa flirting with some girl, whilst Max sits next to him 

simply drinking and watching people dance. A girl notices Max 

watching and invited him to join her. Eventually, after being 

egged on by Adam, Max gets up to dance (badly) with the girl. 

The party is in full swing and Max can be seen getting cheered 

on whilst he does a beer bong.  
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A couple of people from the party are outside getting some 

air.  Adam is the centre of attention as a group of people 

surround him whilst he relays a funny story, he certainly 

enjoys the attention. Max on the other hand is sat on the 

doorstep flirting with the girl he had just danced with. The 

girl gives Max her phone for him to add his number.  

 

Back in the bedroom the boys debate whether the night was 

successful. Adam believes so, due to the great fun he had as 

well as Max getting the girls number. Max then reminds Adam 

what happened after the house party.  

 

Back in the house party and everyone is gather around the 

table, a jug in the middle and pack of card spread out around 

it. Ring of Fire. Everyone is having a great time and 

responding excitedly to each card pick. One king remains in 

the ring, whoever picks it has to drink the ‘dirty pint’. It’s 

Adam’s turn, he picks his card, and his smile soon turns into 

regret as he has chosen the final king. He picks up the jug 

and downs it all as the crowd spurs him on. Once finished he 

places the jug on his head like a crown and joins in with the 

cheers. 

 

Outside, the house party is over but the night is still young 

and everyone is off into town. Taxis have been booked and 

everyone piles in, except for Adam and Max due to there being 

not enough room. Adam waves the others away and convinces Max 

to drive despite them both being well over the limit.  

 

During the drunken drive Max’s phone begins to ring in his 

pocket. Adam becomes annoyed as Max’s ringtone made him unable 

to continue singing along to the radio. Adam decides he’ll 

fish out Max’s phone to stop it ring. This distracts Max away 

from the road. Adam manages to get the phone and holds it in 

triumph above his head. Their car collides with and oncoming 

truck.  
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Back in the bedroom, Max is beginning to cry as he recalls the 

accident. He slowly begins to relive the terror of the crash. 

He relives being upside down and realising that Adam is dead.  

 

Adam and Max are still sat on the bed, but the bedroom has 

changed, he’s now in a prison cell. Adam apologises for making 

Max drive on the night. Max apologises for killing Adam. Adam 

disappears from the cell, Max finally comes to terms with 

everything that happened.  

 

Characterisation 

Overall, the two key characters are well-rounded and well 

thought out. Both Adam and Max are convincing and in some ways 

relatable to people everyone has met in life. The side 

characters are mere sketches, although this is by design.  

Max is the protagonist and the quieter one of the two friends 

as well as the more serious and sensible one. He isn’t strong 

willed and can easily be led astray by Adam. He seems to 

struggle to come to terms with things, as the narrative 

clearly shows. Max as a character is well rounded and 

consistent throughout the piece. It is clear how Max would 

respond in a variety of situations, especially if in the 

company of Adam. His wants and needs are reasonably clear 

throughout each scene.  

Adam could be described as the films antagonist, he is the 

dominant force within the relationship and can easily sway Max 

to do whatever it is he wants. This is displayed multiple 

times throughout the piece, some more subtle than others. Adam 

is consistent as the party animal and the natural leader of 

the group and this is reflexed in his wants and needs in each 

scene. 

The only section of weak characterisation is Adam “Convincing” 

Max to drive. I feel that despite Max being drunk and easily 

swayed by Adam that he should put up a bit more of a fight. 

Maybe even Adam threatening to tell the girl an embarrassing 

story about Max. 
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Structure 

The story follows a linear structure with the use of numerous 

flashbacks. These flashbacks are presented as Max and Adam 

reminiscing about the previous night out, leading up to, and 

including the accident. The narrative appears to take place 

over a couple of hours, the flashbacks take place over one 

night.  

 

Dialogue 

The dialogue generally isn’t heavy, although there are 

sections. There are a couple of humours lines, although these 

are simply part of the characters personalities. The 

vocabulary is consistent between both characters meaning it is 

clear they are from the same area and have grown up together.  

I feel a weakness is that there is no written dialogue for 

when Adam is outside and relaying a story. I believe that this 

could be efficient in further characterisation, maybe the 

story could be about Adam and Max growing up. This would then 

concrete their relationship as well as display further that 

Adam is a leader.   

Tone and Visual Style 

The pace appears to be steady, slowly building up to the 

climax, the car crash, where the pace dramatically quickens. 

The audience is left out of the loop until the climax 

regarding the crash and Adam being killed. Because of this the 

audience are constantly questioning and guessing what it is 

that went wrong. I believe the crash itself could be 

intensified further to heighten the drama further, maybe 

through quick pace intercutting between car, truck, party etc. 

As well as maybe cutting down some of the party scenes which, 

could become sluggish to watch. 

 

Location/Setting 

Mostly, the scenes take place indoors (Prison, bedroom and 

house party), however the exact location isn’t stated. I would 

believe it is set in Great Britain due to the vocabulary used 

but Max and Adam, but where exactly isn’t clear. Is it in a 

city? Suburbs? 
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The prison/bedroom, easily creates a visual picture of what to 

expect, however the house and road aren’t clear. With a little 

bit of clarification the locations could be convincing for the 

piece as a whole.  

Concept and Marketability/Audience 

The story follows best friends on a night out that doesn’t end 

as planned. The concept is strong and certainly marketable, 

maybe even with support from the Police, in terms of drunk 

driving and having a strong message. Furthermore the 

characters are relatable that the audience will become 

engrossed with them and join them on their car crash journey. 

Overall Summary/Conclusion 

This is certainly a strong first draft and overall this piece 

will appeal to a mass market. There is still work to be done 

in regards to adding some clarity to aspects of the story, 

such as the exact location. As well as potentially adjusting 

the pace in order to heighten the drama further. In general 

all the characters have depth, although like the pace, a few 

changes are need which will help concrete them further. I 

would consider Adam pressuring Max more, like to dance and to 

play ring of fire etc. Have Max put up a poor excuse of a 

fight and this would show that Adam can easily manipulate Max, 

showing more characteristics for both.  


